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that Walpole was always singularly well informed as
to the designs of foreign courts. There were also people
at home on whom it was necessary to keep a still
more vigilant eye. The designs of Jacobite plotters
were obscurer and more intricate than the diplomatic
manoeuvres of Madrid, Vienna, or Versailles, Walpole
was wisely willing to pay handsomely for good informa-
tion about them. It was said of him that while he was
profuse to his friends, his liberality was literally un-
bounded to his tools and his spies. Even in our day,
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no British minister has ventured to dispense with
services of this odious kind, and every minister still
very properly refuses to account to Parliament or to any
auditor for a shilling of it. That some of this money
went in bribes to members of Parliament, it would be
childish to deny. We shall presently come upon an
instance where nine hundred pounds was paid to two
members of the House of Commons for their support,
(below, p. 195). Lot us take that as incontrovertible.
But it goes a very little way towards the broad accusa-
tion that we are examining, The very fact that the
king grumbled loudly at a transaction which cost no
more than nine hundred pounds, shows that such trans-
actions did not usually mount up to a very large propor-
tion of ono hundred and forty-four thousand pounds a
year. The one detailed case, therefore, that can be
adduced to support the assumption that most of the
secret service money at Walpolo's disposal went in
parliamentary corruption, itself shows that the assump-
tion is altogether exaggerated and extravagant. The
figures prove too much, Wo may admit that the
gentlemen who had taken Walpole's money would bee futuro ttlwnys go with the offices of
